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The interrelationships between globalization and food systems are complex and contested, and
have important implications for human health. The disease burden associated with both undernutrition and diet-related NCDs is huge. Under-nutrition includes acute malnutrition, chronic hunger,
stunting and susceptibility to other diseases due to specific deficiencies, such as maternal deaths due
to iron deficiency. The leading diet-related NCDs include ischaemic heart disease, hypertension,
stroke, diabetes and some cancers.
Current patterns of investment and trade in food and related commodities contribute in various
ways to poverty, hunger, urbanisation, and the NCDs epidemic. These complex dynamics include:
•

the provisions of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) contribute to the dumping of
subsidised food products (and exclusion of developing country farmers from rich world
markets) which contribute to collapse of small farming, rural poverty, urban migration, and
dependence on imported foods;

•

continuing pressures (from the IMF, the WB, and bilaterally from the food exporters) on
L&MICs:
o

to reduce import tariffs, including on food imports (which may be dumped at below
cost),

o

to privatise and marketise farm support functions (technical support, credit, input
subsidies, irrigation, marketing, insurance, public procurement and food distribution
programs).

•

the corporate restructuring of global food systems in accordance with the imperatives of the
global value chain (maximise opportunities to ‘add value’; maximise ‘productivity’ and
‘efficiency’; control small suppliers, avoid tax, etc):
o

corporate development of input-intensive, large scale, agro-industry farming models
(including through land-grabbing) as required by the GVC;

o

over-consumption of meat products (associated with the diversion of arable land to
stockfeed);

o

aggressive marketing of energy intensive packaged foods which are processed
(hence have value added); are cheap, because they are light (with a low water
content); have a long shelf life and can be transported long distances (because they
do not rot);

o

intensively marketing of sweet beverages, snack foods, and convenience foods;

o

supermarket dominance over small suppliers (brand marketing requires
standardisation of inputs; monopoly purchasing forces prices down for small
suppliers)

•

the diversion of arable land to biofuels (because of oil price politics) and to stock feed
(because of premium value of meat products);

•

income inequality contributes to maldistribution of good food;

•

speculation in commodity futures leads to price volatility (damaging for small farmers) and
price spikes (contribute to hunger and riots);

•

impact of climate change and extreme weather events (associated with global warming) on
small farmers;

•

water shortages associated with climate change, upstream demand, lack of public
investment in irrigation infrastructure.

Policy debates regarding the reform of food systems extend broadly:
•

fair trade and re-negotiation of the AoA;

•

food sovereignty and recognition of the cultural and ecological values of traditional food
systems (agro-ecology in contrast to industrial agriculture);

•

closer regulation of food marketing including taxes, labels and subsidies to make healthy
eating cheaper and easier than junk diets;

•

resistance to extreme trade liberalisation to allow space for protection of small farming;

•

restoration of public revenues and resistance to tax competition through a binding
multilateral agreement on taxation;

•

resistance to land grabbing;

•

action on climate change including mitigation and adaptation;

•

international regulation of TNCs.
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